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LETTERS 


From.Nérth 
To South 


Sir: 

Less than a year ago I almost 
had my heart set upon going out 
under the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and at that time, although 
I had graduated from a Southern 
Presbyterian college and had 
known several Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., members and ministers, 
fully believed that no fault could 
possibly lie in our uniting. 

However, God so directed my 
life that I came to school here in- 
stead, and not only have new 
truths been revealed to me, but 
real conviction in regard to this 
vitally important subject. 

The eyes of a young person can 
definitely be opened after having 
spent a few months in New York 
in fellowship with the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., of this city 
and in close contact with its mem- 
bers from various states here in 
the East and others from the 
West, even as far as California. 

And it is for that very reason I 
strongly urge you in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to make 
known to the youth, the future 
leaders of our Church, as well as 
our adults, the true facts involved 
in such action—lest they, as I al- 


‘most was, be deluded and make 


decisions from which untold dan- 
gers will result. 


I have been observing with a 
careful eye your conservative 
magazine as well as Presbyterian 
Life and it was with deep interest 
and concern that I read Dr. Fore- 
man’s article entitled “The Sou- 
thern Presbyterians.”’ 


Let me say first of all that I, 
having heard him preach and hav- 
ing read much of his literature, 


know him to be one of the very 
most consecrated persons in our 
Church and possibly other 
Churches as well. But in regard to 
some of his statements I would 
like to make a reply. 

First, Dr. Foreman says: “The 
fact is that the South in general 
tends to be more conservative in 
every way than the North or West, 
and this fact is reflected in the 
Church.”’ 

How true! No more exacting 
statement could possibly have 
been made, but I say: “Is that 
within itself not reason enough for 
us to question uniting with the 
U.S.A. Church?” Because we are 
more conservative we as individ- 
uals do not do the same things, we 
are not interested in the same so- 
cial functions, in the same recrea- 
tional programs, etc. 

We have different moral codes 
and standards which we adhere to. 
Should we unite with them, there 
would remain a social division at 
our summer conferences and as- 
semblies because we could not join 
together in the same activities. 
The U.S.A. young people would be 
bored and doubtless miserable at 
some of the social gatherings 
which we would plan and enjoy, 
whereas, we could not, because of 
our own conception of God as our 
personal Redeemer and the Friend 
who takes first place in our life, 
unite with them in certain pro- 
grams involving dancing, card 
playing, etc. 

It is true that this is a very 
minor thing because surely we 
would hope to be able to unite in 
spirit although we are divided in 
our knowledge and conception of 
right and wrong moral acts. 

Nevertheless, because of this 
same conservatism, we have feel- 
ings which, as Dr. Foreman indi- 
cated, cannot readily be overcome. 


I don’t know about Richmond 
Publishing House, but Montreat is 


our home and it’s very dear to the 
hearts of Southern Presbyterians 
—to us it is really sacred ground, 
‘it is not a resort but a retreat,” 
and I, with my personal prejudice, 
admit that it would tear at my 
very inmost being to see a Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Assembly or 
conference invade Montreat. 

Even in the past summer 
months when a certain conference, 
including men of all the Presby- 
terian Churches, were there, it 
grieved my heart to note some of 
the language used, the tremendous 
increase of cigarette butts and the 
number of bottles around. 

True, these things have nothing 
to do with personal salvation, but 
because of our conservative heri- 
tage, they have a repulsive effect 
upon us, and “if to eat meat of- 
fend thy brother, then eat not,” 
was Paul’s advice—are the Pres- 
byterians, U.S.A., willing to eat 
not? 

Second, Dr. Foreman, in regard 
to the papers, says that the Duke 
professor did not agree in regard 
to what was liberal and conserva- 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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EDITORIAL 


Not A Plan Of Union On 
Which We Are Agreed 


Since it is being widely advertised in the nublic 
press that three large Presbyterian bodies have 
agreed on a Plan of Union to be presented in 1953. 
it is incumbent on THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL to state its position as to this Plan. Ac- 
cording to such information as we have, the pro- 
posed Plan is substantially the same as the printed 
Plan of Union with the U.S.A. Church to which 


we have made repeated objection. 


We are opposed to merger or mergers on this 
Plan because it does not provide the doctrinal safe- 
guards we now have in the U.S. Church, because it 
does not preserve to the local congregations the 
ownership of their congregational properties as now 
exists in the U.S. Church, and because it does not 
maintain the sole Kingship of Christ over His body 
the Church, as the U.S. Book of Church Order 


affirms. 


Recently, a prominent official of the U.S.A. 
Church assured the writer that he wanted to meet 
our wishes in the last named question. At his sug- 
gestion I visited the Moderator of the U.S. Church 
and laid before him personally the several para- 
graphs in our Book of Church Order which assert 
that Christ is the sole King and the only Lawgiver 
in the Church. At our Moderator’s suggestion I 
wrote these requests to the Chairman of our Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. After some 
weeks I received back a letter, in which the writer 
expressed gracious personal regards, but stated that 
the Committee had completely turned down my 
request, The same has been done in effect with our 
request that the ordination vows carry the Southern 
provision that if a man change his doctrines he 
notify his presbytery, and with our request that 
the doctrinal interpretation of our 1939 General 
Assembly be incorporated into the Plan, requiring 
candidates for ordination to accept Christ as true 
and eternal God, born of a virgin, a sacrifice to 
satisfy Divine justice, bodily risen from the dead, 
and returning to judge the world. Every request 
for safeguards is declined, we can enly decline the 


Plan of Union.—Wm.C.R. 


The series of studies on Ephesians by the Rev. J. 
Kenton Parker will be resumed in a later issue. He 
is currently writing a series on the Epistle to the 
Colossians, titled Complete In Him. 


Shall The Church 
Wield Political 
PressureP 


Even in the Methodist Church, where there has 
been such an appalling departure from historic evan- 
gelical Christianity on the part of many of its lead- 
ers, there has developed a strong reaction against 
the left-wing activities of the Council for Social 
Action. 


Now a vigorous movement has been set afoot in 
the Congregational Church against the activities of 
a similar organization in that church. This opposi- 
tion is being led by a group of laymen including 
such outstanding men as Congressman Walter Judd 
and Scientist Robert A. Millikan and they have 
taken sharp issue with that Council’s chairman, 
Dean Liston Pope of Yale’s Divinity School. The 
readers of this Journal will remember that Dr. 
Pope was one of the leaders in the Federal Council 
against whose activities we took strong exception 
several years ago. 


The Federal Council has now been integrated 
into the National Council and we have largely re- 
frained from commenting on the activities of this 
larger organization in order that it might be given 
a fair chance to prove that it will carry out the ob- 
jectives and ideals ascribed to it by its advocates. 


In the National Council there are many fine men, 
earnest Christians, working faithfully for the 
Church they love. Some of the departments are 
making a real contribution to contemporary Chris- 
tianity. 


However, as one reads the prepared press re- 
leases telling of the activities and plans of the Na- 
tional Council, it is becoming alarmingly clear that 
in the National Council we find ourselves associated 
with an ecclesiastical octopus which is quietly work- 
ing to dominate every phase, not only of the life of 
the Church itself, but also of the Church in the 
political life of our nation and elsewhere in the 
world as far as possible. We do not hesitate to say 
that if the present aims of the National Council be- 
come effective we as a church will find our policies, 
programs and activities originating with and direct- 
ed by that organization. 


At the same time, we have it from some now di- 
rectly connected with the inner workings of the 
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Council itself that while its leadership has clear and 
vigorous convictions on matters having to do with 
“social progress,” many of these men apparently 
have no strong convictions on those truths which 
we feel to be a part of Christianity itself and, for 
the sake of “unity” deny even a discussion of such 
matters within the framework of the Council. Such 
“unity” can only be bought at the cost of effective 
evangelical witness itself. What a price!! 


Coming to grips with the Council for Social Ac- 
tion of the Congregational Church a Minneapolis 
executive, Frank A. Bean, bluntly said that this 
council “violates the principles of Congregationalism 
and the concepts of the Constitution of the United 
States. We believe its approach to social, economic 
and political problems is basically materialistic and 
immoral.” 


Speaking on the same subject Congressman Wal- 


ter Judd said: “We do not believe it is the business 
of the church to tell the state what to do. It is the 
business of the church to discover what is right- 
eous, what is the will of God, and inculcate those 
ideas in the individual.” 


In this short statement Dr. Judd has enunciated a 
principle with which the church will have to come 
to grips. Two philosophies are claiming the alle- 
giance of Protestant leadership today ; the one would 
have the Church, as the Church, enter the realm 
of politics and political action; the other would 
wield the influence of the Church through the dedi- 
cated lives of Christian citizens. 


It is for this latter concept that Dr. Judd pleads 
and with that position this Journal has been in ac- 
cord over the years. Historic Protestantism will de- 
part from this policy only at great loss for all con- 


cerned.—L.N.B. 


Called And Kept 


The most pious minister I have known was the 
late Principal John Macleod of the Free Church 
College in Edinburgh. Yet when one dared to men- 
tion the devotion of this man of God, whose daily 
life was one of prayer and worship, he modestly dis- 
avowed it. Then he quietly added, “but my wife 
was pious.” Something of the gracious experiences 
which were vouchsafed to her were mentioned, the 
wonder of her assurance, the years of living on the 
mountain tops of fellowship with God, the strength 
of her faith and the comforting persuasion that 
came to others from her contacts. Yet when this 
beautiful Christian life was ended, her husband 
chose for her epitaph only these three words: 


Called and Kept. 


For those words aptly summed up her spiritual 
life and gave the glory of her salvation from first 
to last, to the Lord Who bought her and saved her 
and kept her. They not less aptly summarize the 
parable of the Good Shepherd in the tenth of John. 
The Good Shepherd calls His own sheep by name, 
for as the Father knows Him and as He knows the 
Father even so He knows His sheep by name—and 
by nickname. And whom He calls them He leads in 
the green pastures and beside the still waters—that 
is, in the best way for the sheep of His human pas- 
tures. Those who enter into the fold by the Shep- 
herd, Who is also the Door of the sheep, go in and 
out and find pasture. Through Him they have life 
and life mcre abundantly here. By Him they enter 
into the fellowship of the flock. By Him they enter 
into the heavenly pastures where the Lamb shep- 
herds them and leads them to the fountains of the 
waters of life. For all through this life and that 
left they are kept by the Good Shepherd from 
Whose almighty Hand none can snatch His sheep. 


—Wnm. C. R. 


Inevitable 


One of the most sordid stories in literature is 
found in the nineteenth chapter of Genesis. The 
practices of Sodom were so depraved and so revolt- 
ing that we hastily turn to other pages to pursue 
our reading. 


But God gave us that record for our warning; 
not only of the depravity of man but also as an 
instance of the judgment of a holy and righteous 
God on sin and the sinner. 


This week a paper in one of our smaller Southern 
cities carried in one edition four items before the 
local court. One of these had to do with the rape 
of a five year old girl. The second the rape of a 
twelve year old girl. The third indecent exposure. 
The fourth had to do with a man and woman per- 
forming an unnatural sex act to which twenty peo- 
ple paid admission as spectators. 


These crimes cannot be painted blacker than they 
are. They speak of the sex obsession which has 
gripped America. Only a short time ago a young 
woman, a university graduate, was in our office and 
in an off-hand manner said that the nurse employed 
by her university had advised her and other girls in 
the university to engage in unnatural sex acts, “to 
relieve nervous tension.” 


Many modern novels, many moving pictures, 
television shows and even personal conversation an 
dress are designed to stimulate sex desire. Adding 
fuel to the fire is the demand for sex education im 
our schools where the need is not for more sex edu- 
cation but rather for a great de-emphasis on sex. 


Therefore it is inevitable that we should reap the 
whirlwind of sex crimes and sex delinquency. Cities 
and nations have disintegrated and vanished because 
of the very things we are permitting to go unchal- 
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lenged in our American life today. We have no 
reason to think that God would judge Sodom and 
hold us, so greatly favored and blessed as a nation, 
guiltless. 


Is there a solution? There is, and it lies in a re- 
turn to moral standards of reading and conduct 
which are based in Christian faith and in which 
the personal restraints of the indwelling Christ are 
given first place. Our Lord did not gloss over the 
sin of adultery, He showed it not only to be a physi- 
cal act but also a sin of the heart and mind and 
imagination. 


The Church has only too often permitted itself 
to be swept along in the tide of worldliness of 
which sex delinquency is but a part. We have not 
lifted up a standard against promiscuous handling 
between sexes. We know the owner of a drug store 
who has recently had to ask High School boys and 
girls to stop coming to his store in groups because 
of the disgusting behavior of these young people. 
And almost all of them come from Christian homes. 


This is not a situation which can be corrected 
overnight. It has to be faced in the home, in the 
schools and in the young people’s work in our 
churches, The pastor, or the church which thinks it 
is solving this problem by promoting “supervised” 
dancing is not contributing to the solution. 


Healthy young people need Christian counsel and 
they need Christian examples set before them. De- 
spite all that some would say to the contrary, there 
is nothing which has contributed more to modern 
sex delinquency than the present-day freedom be- 
tween boys and girls, of which modern dancing is a 
part. 


You can deny this but confirmation of this ob- 
servation can be found in many doctor’s offices, by 
district school nurses and by the candid admission 
of many young people themselves. 


The seeds designed to stimulate sex have been 
sown with increasing brazenness in America. The 
inevitable harvest is upon us. The only answer is 
in the hearts and lives of Christians and in a long 
over-due stand by the Christian Church itself. 

—L.N.B. 


The Fourth Gospel Shows That 
The Jesus Of History Is 


The Messiah Of Israel, 
The Lord Of The Church 


This is the theme of an illuminating article on 
the Gospel of John by Professor J. G. H. Hoff- 
mann of Paris in the current issue of La Revue 
Reformee. The French scholar shows that John 
wrote for his congregations near the end of the first 
century to tell them again of the Jesus who lived 
among us. In particular, he wrote to show them 
that this Jesus was the Messiah of the Old Testa- 
ment and the ascended, glorified Son of God whom 


they knew as the Lord of the Church, cf. Jn. 20.31. 
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This view explains many of the incidents in the 
Gospel and shows the double appeal or triple con- 
firmation of the Gospel. For example, the Good 
Shepherd comes to fulfill the many lines of Old 
Testament promise that God would come Himself 
to gather the scattered flock and appoint David as 
their Shepherd. In the days of His flesh the Good 
Shepherd fills the full ministry suggested by the 
shepherd’s care for His flock. Jesus was speaking 


literally when he repeated in the tenth chapter of 
the Gospel: 


I, even I Myself, am the Door of the Sheep... . 


I, even I Myself, am the door of the Sheep. By 
Me if any man enter in he shall be saved and go 
in and out and find pasture. 


I, even I Myself, am the Good Shepherd. The 
Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 


I, even I Myself, am the Good Shepherd. 


These words, however, have a still richer fulfill- 
ment when they are also read as the present activity 
of the risen, glorified Shepherd, the Lord of the 
Church. In other words, our Lord Jesus fulfilled 
the Old Testament promise of the coming Shepherd 
of the Israel of God both by what He did during 
the years of his earthly ministry and by what He 
was doing in the days when John wrote for the 
seven churches in Asia Minor and what He is now 
doing for us. Both of these fulfillments buttress the 
truth that He is the Shepherd of Israel. By His 
Word He calls today, by His Spirit we answer, and 
thereby testify that we are the sheep of His pasture. 

—Wnm. C. R. 


The Trend In Protestantism Today 
Looks Dangerously Like It Is 


Back To Rome 


There is a disconcerting tendency in Protestant 
circles today to copy some aspects of the Roman 
Catholic Church from which early Protestantism 
so carefully steered away. 


Simplicity in church architecture. A characteristic | 
of Protestant churches has been the simplicity of 
the house of worship. Today more and more large 
city churches are adopting the cathedral-type build- 
ing, with a divided lectern, sacrificing warmth of 
atmosphere for the rather awe-inspiring vastness of 
space. And yet, scattered across Europe are mag- 
nificent buildings, masterpieces of artistic grandure, 
but across the portals of which are written, “Icha- 
bod.” 


Simplicity in worship. Ritualism is foreign to his- 
toric Protestantism and yet we find its advocates 
increasing, with prepared prayers and forms and 
liturgies. Worship is an art which needs to be cul- 
tivated but its highest expression is not embodied in 
fixed forms for men to follow but rather in the 
spontaneous thoughts and words which come from 
a heart overflowing with love and devotion to our 
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Lord. There is abundant evidence that as spiritual 
perception wanes it is succeeded by emphasis on 
_ those things which appeal to the esthetic sense and 
love for beauty. 


Desire for temporal power. Early Protestants 
made their impact on contemporary society, even 
kings and governments; not by or in the name of 
the Church, but rather by the very force of their 
own moral characters and spiritual lives. On the 
other hand the Roman Catholic Church has been 
notorious for her adventures into the political realm, 
not only by direct action but also through intrigue 
and indirect pressure. Today we find Protestant 
leadership working earnestly to band the Protestant 
Church into a unified organization with the avowed 
purpose of doing exactly that which we have de- 
cried in the Roman Church. Protestant influence 
can still best be wielded through the lives of dedi- 
cated Christian citizens and present trends are a 
retreat, not an advance for Protestantism. 


Centralization of ecclesiasiical power. With the 
Reformation there came a revulsion against the as- 
sumed power of the Pope, the priests and the 
Church. This power, never relinquished by the 
Roman Church, has been foreign to the democratic 
principles practiced in Protestantism. But today 
there is a strong trend towards centralizing tre- 
mendous powers in a few. Our own church has not 
escaped this tendency. We magnify the office of the 
Moderator making him, for a year, a spokesman and 
official representative and later according him po- 
sitions of special interest and influence. The Com- 
mission on the Minister and his work is becoming 
an increasing source of dissatisfaction and even 
grave discrimination through the assumption of 
powers which are utterly unPresbyterian and at 
times unChristian. When men begin to assume great 
ecclesiastical powers the time is not far distant when 
tyranny will be practiced in the name of Chris- 
tianity. 


Brethren: we as Protestants will be wise to re- 
member the simplicity of Christian truth and the 
simplicity of the Christian walk and to abstain 
from those things which magnify the flesh and the 
part of man in the things of Christ’s Church. 


“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent be- 
guiled Eve through his subtility, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.”—L.N.B. 


Complete In Him—// 
A Study Of Colossians 
Introductory And Preparatory 
Colossians | :1-14 


The salutation is brief and to the point. Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother. Timothy was Paul’s “son in 
the faith,” and is associated with the apostle. It is 
written to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ 


at Colosse. All Christians are “‘saints.” It is wrong 
to single out some individual and call that one q 
“saint,” in distinction from the others. Some Chris. 
tians are better than others, but all are saints, jf 
they belong to the household of God. There follows 
a brief prayer: Grace to you and peace from God 
the Father. Weuld it not be a fine thing if Chris. 
tians, in writing to each other would begin their 
letters in such a way that all could see that we are 
Christians ? 


A Prayer Or THANKSGIVING AND Petition. 


This forms a sort of preparatory introduction to the 
balance of the letter. The purpose of the message js 
to show them the completeness of their salvation 
in Christ, and warn them not to allow the “heresies” 
of the day to take possession of their minds and 
hearts. 


He thanks God for their faith in Jesus Christ, 
their love for the saints, and the hope laid up for 
them in heaven. This has been called the “blessed 
trio.” In First Corinthians 13, Paul says, “Now 
abideth faith, hope, love, these three, but the great- 
est of these is love.”” They might be compared to 
a tree, with its trunk, its blossems, and its fruit, for 
the fruit of the Spirit is love or, to change the figure, 
“faith is the soil from which the fruit of love 
springs, and hope is the sunshine which ripens the 


fruit of love.” (Lenski) 


The foundation for their faith, hope, and love, 
is the gospel, the word of truth, which tells of the 
Grace of God in truth. They had heard this gospel 
from Epaphras, a beloved fellow servant, a faithful 
minister of Christ. He seems to be preparing them 
for the warning which comes later. They were en- 
dangered by this “new teaching,” a strange mix- 
ture of truth and error, of gospel and Judaism and 
Greek Gnosticism. Should they leave this solid 
foundation for some man-made philosophy ? 


He comes now to certain petitions, and these 
would safeguard them against being led astray. 
Paul, as always in his prayers, is asking for these 
fundamental blessings which undergird the soul. He 
prays that they may be filled with the knowledge of 
His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. 
“Teach me thy will,” is one of the greatest prayers 
a man can make. To have wisdom and spiritual un- 
derstanding will enable us to test all the teaching 
we hear, and separate the wheat from the chaff. 


Might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleas- 
ing. The true gospel is known by the effect it has 
upon the life. I do always those things which please 
Him, said our Master. Fruitful unto every 
work, Fruit, more fruit, much fruit, fruit that 


abides (see John 15). 


‘May you be strengthened with all power, ac 
cording to His glorious might, for all endurance 
and patience with joy.” They need this strength to 
keep them from being carried away by every wind 
of doctrine. Weak Christians are the ones who are 
led from the true gospel. The many “isms” and 
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“cults” of our time sweep weak Christians off their 
feet. 


He prays that they may give thanks to God for 
the marvelous blessings which are theirs as they 
are made meet to share in the inheritance of the 
saints. What are some of these blessings? (1) De- 
liverance from the dominion of darkness, (2) 
transferance into the kingdom of His Son, (3) re- 
demption, (4) forgiveness of sins. We have all. 


The true Gospel furnishes us with, a rich inherit- 
ance, deliverance from bondage, complete freedom, 
makes us citizens of the kingdom, our redemption 
is accomplished, our sins forgiven. What more can 
we desire? This strange mixture which they were 
asked to receive, cannot offer any more than they 
already have in Christ. Why should men want to 
leave the pure living fountain for a broken, dry 
cistern? We might well ask some people this ques- 
tion today. Many are leaving the simple, all-suffi- 
cient Saviour and His gospel of power for some 
silly and powerless philosophy. 


In this prayer, Paul is thanking God for the 
essential truths which they have and praying that 
they may be given those enlightening and strength- 
ening graces which will keep them from being mis- 
ied by the vain theories of men. 


A Terrible 
Temptation 


In a day of softness and compromise such as the 
world has not seen for generations, the temptation 
is insistent to close one’s eyes, shut out the real 
facts of life, refuse to face realistically the menacing 
evils of these times and join that large and com- 
fortable company who cry, “peace, peace, when 
there is no peace.”’ It has’ become almost a crime 
to oppose anything, however vicious and intolerable 
the wrong that threatens. We have become tolerant 
of all kinds of falsehood and criminal practice, not 
that we altogether sanction, but that we count 
the cost of opposition too great. 


Civilization came to be and has survived thus 
far because there have been men upon the wall 
who have cried out against the advancing foe, 
warning of danger and challenging the advance of 
disaster. Our civilization is now about to die be- 
cause such watchmen have disappeared and their 
voices have been stilled. It matters not how neces- 
sary the watchman or how important his warning, 
he is a man walking alone in this day. The on- 


rushing multitude do not even care to associate 
with him. 


Christ was such a man. The prophets before Him 
were such men. Luther, Wesley, the great evange- 
lists, multitudes of great preachers have qualified. 
But their ranks are thinned, almost depleted. It is 
now popular to agree, to condone, to conciliate, 
to appease, to pacify. The iron has gone out of 
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men’s blood, giving place to some kind of mixture 
of skimmed milk and the froth from a stein of 
beer. Even we who are supposed to be the prophets 
of God have been swept into the moving throng 
of those who seek to please at any price. 


Many men are hounded out of public life and 
denied a chance to serve their fellow men, for no 
other reason than that they refuse to tamely and 
dumbly submit to the cheap but false tolerance of 
this hour. 


It is a terrible temptation—this bid for surrender 
to the evils of the day in which we live. The hour 
has come when in the Christian ministry, especially 
in the larger denominations, it is practically suicide 
to express opposition to the powers that be and 
their practices, even if such men and their deeds 
mean the destruction of the faith once delivered 
and the abortion of the Gospel message itself. 


4 young preacher coming out of seminary faces 
the fact that he must fit perfectly into the groove 
prepared by the authorities or else his future minis- 
try is imperiled. He is not supposed to question, 
much less oppose. If he dares find fault, he becomes 
immediately a marked man. All you have to do, 
inviting the execution, is to “stick out your neck.” 
That such a situation has bred cowards and oppor- 
tunists is not in the least surprising. 


Co-operation is a great Word cut it awindles to 
supine nothingness when it comes to mean the 
toadying of one man to another. | hat ts what it 
has all too often come to mean. | have watched 
men sell their souls for promotion until my heart 
has cried out in protest. Yet I can understand it. 
The temptation to be willingly held in check by 
the halter, in order to arrive, is great. 


God’s man must be, if he remains God's man, 
not only free but courageous. No courageous man 
can shut his mouth in this hour! 


Tue Metuopist CHALLENGE. 


| 

| 
} 
d 
se 
se 
of 
ig. 
at 
the 
ng 
as 
hat 
ac- 
nce 
to 
ind 
are 
and 

AL 
7 


Easter 


Message 


By The Rev. Dan. E. Carlton 


ROCKINGHAM, N. C. 


Easter story in Leviticus? Why, this is the 

third book in the Bible; it is a book of 
Mosaic law: Thou shalt do this, and ye shall do 
that. Moses lived about fifteen hundred years be- 
fore Christ; how could he write about Easter? 


MI *:: Y feel like asking how can one find the 


Please read from the fourth verse through the 
fourteenth verse of the twenty-third chapter of 
Leviticus. 


This passage begins by discussing the passover. 
The Children of Israel were slaves in Egypt. The 
Lord had sent nine plagues to persuade Pharoah to 
let them go, but his heart was hardened and he 
would not consent, so now God sends the last 
plague. The Israelites were instructed to kill a he 
lamb, without blemish. Hyssop was to be dipped in 
the blood; the two side posts and the lintel over 
the door of each home were to be struck with this 
blood. The death angel would pass by; wherever the 
blood was, there was not to be any death, but if the 
blood was not present then the first born of each 
family and of all the cattle would die. 


This is exactly what happened. Then Pharoah 
let the people go. God commanded the Israelites to 
keep this statute forever. 


Christ changed the passover into the Lord’s sup- 
per. He became the Lamb. If we take Jesus of Naz- 
areth into our hearts, the death angel will pass over 


us, for Christ is “the Lamb of God which taketh 


away the sin of the world.” 


Jesus not only took the place of the lamb, but 
He died on the same day that the passover was ob- 
served. At the time of the crucifixion the Jews con- 


taken fro 


sidered the new day to begin when the first three 
stars appeared in the evening, and not at midnight 
as we do today. Christ ate the passover that night; 
next day at the ninth hour, three P. M. our time, 
He died. Thus He died on the same Jewish day that 
the lamb was eaten. Christ became “the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 


E shall now consider the feast of the first- 
fruits: The Children of Israel were com- 
manded to take of the firstfruits of the Promised 
Land, the first harvest of their new home, and to 
bring a sheaf unto the priest. He was told to wave 
it before the Lord; an he lamb without blemish was 
offered as a burnt offering. This was to be on the 
morrow after the Sabbath, Lev. 23:11. 


Remember that the last day of the week was 
their Sabbath; since Christ arose from the dead 
on the first day of the week, he arose on the mor- 
row after the Sabbath, after the killing of the lamb. 
This was the same day that the feast of the first- 
fruits was to be celebrated. They were instructed 
to keep this ordinance forever. 


Paul describes Jesus as the “firstfruits of them 
that slept,” I Cor. 15:20. When our Lord comes 
again, those that are His: those people that believe 
in and love Him shall be resurrected, given a body 
just like His resurrected body. 


If we read further in the twenty-third chapter we 
see that fifty days after the feast of the firstfruits 
was Pentecost. This time loaves of the firstfruits 
were used. Acts states that the Holy Ghost came on 
the day of Pentecost, that about three thousand souls 
were converted that day. In this way the Christian 
Church, as we know it, began. 


Hence, the reader sees three pictures, three sym- 
bols of the Easter season and the appearance of the 
Holy Ghost in the book of Leviticus. In the pass 
over the lamb is a prototype of the Crucifixion; the 
feast of the firstfruits gives a meaningful symbol to 
our Lord’s resurrection, while Pentecost previews 
what took place fifty days after Easter. 


This is a wonderful picture, but it takes three 
parts of the Bible to show it: the Old Testament, 
the Gospels, and the Epistles. Nowhere does the 
Bible make the direct statement that Christ arose 
on the day of the firstfruits. But reading all to 
gether, we clearly see the time relationship. Should 
not we then study all the Bible, not just part of it? 
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Can you imagine any man fifteen hundred years 
before Christ scheduling three religious observances 
in such a way without the help of God? Certainly 
one is lead to feel, not so much from proof as from 
intuitive cognition (a gift of the Holy Spirit), that 
the writer of Leviticus was Divinely inspired. 


The firstfruits of the Promised Land gave a fair 
sample what the harvests would be like in the years 
to come. One of the first grains to ripen there is 
barley in the Jordan valley; the first stalks showed 
the nature of the future reapings. 


ORINTHIANS described Christ as the First- 

fruits of the resurrection. “But now is Christ 
risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept.”’ (He was the first to be raised into 
everlasting life over which death has no power. The 
few that arose before him tasted death again.) Since 
Jesus’ resurrected body is the firstfruits, those that 
are truly Christian will receive resurrected bodies 
like His. “But every man in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits: afterward they that are Christ’s at 
his coming” “‘. . . the Lord Jesus Christ who shall 


fashion anew the body of our humiliation that it 


may be conformed to the body of his glory”... 
Phil. 3420-21, A. S. V. 


Thus, we see that the feast of the firstfruits of 
the Promised Land previews the Firstfruits of the 
resurrection, Jesus Christ, whose body shows a sam- 
ple of the believer’s resurrected body. 


This is the glorious message of God’s Word; but 
do you really believe in Christ? This is the impor- 
tant question; or do you just believe in yourself? 
That is not enough. Rom. 3:10-20, ‘““There is none 


righteous, no not one: . . . Therefore, by the deeds - 


of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” 
“He that believeth on him (Christ) is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already.” .. . John 3:18. 


$5.00 WILL BUY 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
By Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
(Reg. Price $2.50) 
and any three of the fellowing 
Rebinson 


By Dr. Wm. C. 
Title Reg. Price 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory $3.00 
Christ - The Bread Of Life $2.50 
Our Lord .. $3.00 
Who Say Ye That I Am? $2.50 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Supreme Loyalty To God 


Scripture: Exodus 20:1-6; Luke 14:16-20, 
25-27; 16:13-15. Devotional Reading: Psalm 
148. 


The last five Psalms all begin and end the same way, with the words, “Praise ye the Lord.” Psalm 148, 
our Devotional Reading, calls upon everything in earth and sky to praise Him, the Creator and Preserver 
of all. This should be the natural response to His care and goodness. Especially should this be true of man, 
the one part of creation that can have communion and fellowship, the one part that can worship. But the 
world as a whole is in a state of indifference, forgetfulness, and rebellion. A large part of the world is 


disloyal to the true God, and multitudes are bowing 
down to strange gods. 


I was listening last night, (this is being written 
a few days before Christmas), and Edward R. 
Murrow spent a good while telling of the efforts 
of Stalin and his leaders in Russia to substitute the 
Russian ruler’s birthday for the birthday of Christ. 
All celebration of Christmas has been virtually out- 
lawed. It looks as though Paul’s ‘man of sin,” the 
final Anti-Christ, may be the blasphemous premier 
of Russia. The rebellious attitude of ungodly men 
can hardly go to much greater lengths. 


Then we have the millions of India and other 
countries who are following false gods and false 
religions. Even in so-called Christian lands like the 
United States and England the majority of the peo- 
ple are disloyal to God, and among those who pro- 
fess allegiance many are only half-hearted in their 
loyalty. So, after all the sifting is done, we have 
to conclude that only a small segment of the world’s 
population is loyal to the core. Remember that we 
must honor the Son as we honor the Father. To do 
otherwise is to cast an insult in the face of God. 
Those who cry, “We will not have this Man to 
reign over us,” are rebels. (See Psalm 2, and the 


parable in Matthew 21, Mark 12, and Luke 20). 
I. Loyalty in Worship: 


Exodus 20:1-6 


There are two parts to this loyalty: (1) we 
must have no other gods, and (2) we must not 
make an image of the true God. 


1. There is but One God Who is worthy of our 
allegiance. There is but One Creator. He hath 
made us. This one fact demands our entire devo- 
tion. He made us in His own image. This gives us 
the capacity to worship; we can think about Him; 
we can understand and appreciate His character. 
We do not expect the beasts of the field who have 
no souls, to worship, but we have a right to expect 
it of men. 


There is but One Preserver. He established the 
earth and by His wise laws He regulates all the 


processes of Nature. In Him we live and move and 
have our being. At times, when there is need for it, 
He directly intervenes. He answers prayer, and 
helps us in our sorrows and trials. 


There is but One Redeemer, the second Person 
of the Trinity, God manifest in the flesh. He 
brought His people out of Egypt and the Passover 
is a type of His Redemption by blood. 


For these, and many other reasons, God has a 
right to demand loyalty of all His creatures whom 
He has made, preserves, and has redeemed. 


His Holy Character is worthy of worship and 
heartfelt loyalty. | 


2. We are not to make an image of our God. It 
was the breaking of this command which caused 
such dire punishment at Mt. Sinai. The golden calf 
represented God: ““These be thy gods which brought 
thee out of Egypt.” The feast they made was a 
feast to the Lord. These people wanted something 
they could see, so they made the calf as a symbol, 
or picture, of God. 


When we fill churches and roadsides with images 
of Christ and the Virgin Mary, I believe we are 
breaking this command. God is Spirit. He was very 
careful to guard against the very thing which is so 
common today. 


In the Protestant Church we are adopting all 
sorts of visual aids to worship, sometimes in the 
form of pictures of Christ. Remember that Christ 
is God. Those who feel that there is no harm, or 
danger, say that there is no thaught of worshipping 
a picture. I believe that a good rule to follow is to 
avoid even the appearance of evil. Simplicity and 
spirituality in worship are two things which are — 
very fundamental to true and acceptable worship. 


II. Loyalty in Life: 
Luke 14:16-20, 25-27 

1. Loyalty to God demands that we put Him 
first in business and pleasure.. This comes out in the 


parable of the Great Supper as given in the first 
selection. These men had to make a choice. They 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


| 

10 | 


had an invitation, which was practically a com- 
mand, to attend a great supper. They all with one 
consent began to make excuse. These were excuses, 
not reasons: I have bought a piece of ground and 
must go and see it; I have beught five yoke of oxen 
and must go and prove them; I have married a 
wife, and cannot come, They put their own business 
affairs, or pleasures, before the invitation or com- 


mand of God. 


Do we not find this sort of disloyalty very com- 
mon today? Men and women, who profess to be 
Christians, or at least believe in a Supreme Being, 
make all sorts of excuses for their failure to attend 
church or take any part in the work of the Lord. 
Their own business interests, or pleasure, come 
first, and then, if there is any time left—and this 
is seldom the case—they will come and appear be- 


fore God. 


This parable also applies to those who have never 
accepted Christ. The Gospel invitation is being 
given in many different ways, but it often falls on 
deaf ears. People are so busy buying and selling, 
feasting and dancing, marrying and celebrating, 
that they pay little heed to the preacher as he pro- 
claims the glorious Gospel, and calls to them Come, 
for all things are now ready. 


2. Loyalty to God demands that we put Him 
first in our home. We can make an idol out of a 
good thing, even the best thing, if we put it in the 
wrong place. In order to impress this on us, our 
Lord uses a very strange and striking way of stating 
it. Notice His words: “If anv man come to me and 
hate not his father, and mother and wife, and chil- 
dren, and brethren, and sisters, vea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple.” He did not 
mean, of course, that we are to literally “hate” our 
relatives, for He taught us to love even our enemies. 
What He means is that our love for Him, for God, 
must take the supreme place in our hearts. Some- 
times we have to turn our backs on those we love 
most in order to be true to Him. To accept and 
follow Christ in some lands means that we must 
give up our homes. Husbands are taught to love 
their wives, but a husband must not love his wife 
more than he loves Christ. Indeed it is a fact that 
when we put God first then our love for those in 
the home is all the stronger and sweeter. We can 


make an idol out of some dear one, Sometimes we’ 


hear expressions like, “he idolizes his wife,” or “he 
worships the ground she treads on,” or “they idolize 
their only child.” Usually these words do not mean 
actual idolatry, of course, but it is entirely possible 
to put some leved one in the home in the place of 


The expression, “Yea, and his own life also,” 
must be taken in the same way. We are taught of 
God to take care of our bodies, our lives: “Thou 
shalt not kill.” Yet many a martyr has had to 
“hate” his life for the sake of loyalty to his Lord, 
and many a missionary has had to give up his life 
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for the sake of the Gospel: they counted not their 
lives dear unto themselves. 


The best and most precious things we have, our 
homes and our lives, must not stand between us and 
our King. Our Master had to “hate” his home and 
His life in order to be loyal to His Father and His 
mission to the world. It is the path that the Master 
trod; shall not the servant tread it too? 


III. Loyalty in Possessions: 
(Wealth): Luke 16:13-15 
(Matt. 6:24) 


“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 


“God or gold.” This has often been the choice 
that men have had to make. Our wealth is a gift of 
God. How foolish to worship the gift rather than 
the giver, or to put the gift in the place of the 
giver! God graciously allows a man to accumulate 
lands, houses, money, and then the man worships 
these material possessions instead of the One Who 
gave him the time, health, business ability, and tal- 
ents that enabled him to become rich. 


Some try to serve both God and gold. They try 
to compromise, to have a dual god. This will not 
work, as Jesus tells us in His sermon. God will 
brook no rivals on the throne of the heart. 


Money is a fine servant, but a terrible god, a 


tyrant. As a servant money can be a blessing; as a 


god, it is a curse. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 27 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Our Magnetic Field 


“By their fruits ye shall know them.” It isn’t hard for people to tell just what kind of Christians we are 
or if we are Christians at all! If we are truly Christian, having the very life of the Son of God within. 
and that life being lived out through us from day to day, there will be a radiant reality to our testimony 
that will draw others to the Lord. Every faithful child of God will by the very reason of being such have 
a “magnetic field” of winsomeness and love that will attract others to the Christ who dwells within. Jesus 


said, “Let your light so shine . . . that others may 
see .. . and glorify God.” Not alone by what we 
do, but by what we are and the spirit in which we 
serve, we will reveal to others the reality of our 


faith. 


The secret of this magnetic power is found in the 
book of Romans, chapter 12, when Paul says, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed .. . that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 


A magnet has a positive and a negative pole, with 
a magnetic field around and between these poles. 
Both positive and negative are necessary if the mag- 
net is to have drawing power. And so with the 
Christian who would possess the power to draw 
others to the Lord; to lift them above the level of 
sin and doubt and fear to a new life of radiance, 
peace, and joy in Christ. 


“Be not conformed to this world.” This is the 
negative aspect, or “pole” of Christian experience 
and power. If you are to have power with God and 
men you must not let the world set your pattern of 
conduct. Things are not all right just because every- 
body is doing them. Christians need to make a clean 
break with the world, the flesh and the devil, and 
live out and out for Jesus Christ. 


“For to me, to live is Christ!” This should be the 
heart cry of every child of God. We are not our 
own, we've been bought with a price, even the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, and we must break with the 
world that we may live for the glory of God. 


“Be not conformed!” If church people would 
withdraw their support from the unclean and un- 
wholesome amusements of the day, and would set 
aside the shallow and superficial social pleasures 
that do not honor God nor strengthen their own 
hearts, there would be more power in our churches. 
The trouble is that there is so little difference be- 
tween the church and the world, so much of con- 
formity on the part of God’s people, that no one 
can tell which to follow. 


Let’s dare to be different in the right way! To 
break with worldly patterns and procedures, and 


dare to walk with God! 


“Be ye transformed!” This is the positive aspect. 
“Transformed by the renewing of your minds;” by 
the dynamic of the indwelling Spirit of God! Paul 
speaks of the gospel as “the power of God,” or the 
“dynamic” of God! Through the gospel there is 
imparted to all who believe the very power of the 
living God. The same power by which the worlds 
were framed! The same power by which the miracles 
of Christ were wrought! The same power that raised 
Jesus Christ from the dead! As we break with every 
known sin, and present our bodies as living sac- 
rifices unto God, He will work in and through us to 
transform our lives into “living epistles” that men 
may read of God and be drawn to the precious, 
bleeding side of our Saviour. 


We can never know the fullness of God’s power 
until we know the fullness of surrender to the will 
of God. We can never be truly transformed until 
His transforming power is given right of way in our 
own hearts. How tragic it is that so many of us are 
living such mediocre and fruitless lives when we 
could have a “magnetic field” of power and love 
that would draw others to the blessed Son of God. 


“Be not conformed!” “Be ye transformed!” Let’s 
remember that there can be no magnetic field with 
power to attract and lift without there being both 
negative and positive poles! 


RETIRE IN FLORIDA 


BisLE PRESBYTERIAN GuEsT HoME 
invites you 
to live in the land of eternal 
sunshine on beautiful 


LAKE MORTON 
Interested persons over 65 


Write P. O. Box 1047 
Lakeland ... Florida 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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Baker Scholarship Awarded To 
Seven Seniors By Davidson 


Winners of George F. Baker Scholarships for 
1952 at Davidson College have been announced by 
Dr. Bradley —Thompson, chairman of the selection 
committee. 


Seven high school seniors were chosen out of a 
group of 19 finalists who underwent an intensive 
two-day session of tests and interviews. 


The seven winners are William H. F. Kuyken- 
dall, Charlotte; J. Harold McKeithen, Jr., Win- 
ston-Salem; James B. Marshall, Clarkesville, 
Tenn.; Arthur M. Martin, Jr., Winnsboro, S. C.; 
Patrick D. Miller, Jr., Atlanta, Ga.; Fred Glen 
Myers, Spartanburg, S. C.; and Clyde O. Robin- 
son, Jr., Raleigh. 


The recipients will be awarded scholarships val- 
ued up to $1100, depending on individual needs. 
The scholarships will be in force for the full four- 
year term of the winners. 


Bible Day Stamp 
Issued In Brazil 


The Brazilian government has issued a new stamp 
series commemorating Universal Bible Day, ob- 
served during December each year, according to 
reports from our missionaries there. This is believed 
to be the first time such a stamp has been issued by 
any country. 


The stamp is rectangular in shape, measuring ap- - 


proximtaely 1 inch by one and one-half inches and 
depicts the open Bible with its light emanating over 
an outline map of Brazil. 


According to reports of the story behind the 
stamp, the postmaster general of Brazil is an evan- 
gelical Christian who received his early training in 
the Presbyterian Church. Now a member of the 
Episcopalian Church, he entered the army as a 
young man and was stationed in a region where 
that denomination is predominant. In 1951, as post- 


master general, he persuaded the government to — 


issue the stamp. 


Norville Named Winner 
Howerton Memorial Award 


Charles King Norville, Durham, N. C., has been 
awarded the Lemma Shepherd Howerton Memor- 
ial Award for 1952, according to an announcement 
by Union Theological Seminary. 


Norville is a senior at U. T. S. and will attend 
Princeton Theological Seminary under the pro- 
visions of the award. 


APRIL, 16, 1952 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
PELIGIOUS 


~Plahional 
a2! 73 PHILADIEL OHI A 


CalaiGG Ow ‘Gu. 


$60,000 Goal Set For 
Davidson Fund 


The Davidson College Living Endowment goal 
for 1952 has been set at $60.000, alumni secretary 
John L. Payne has announced. 


The alumni secretary said that the 1951 Living 
Endowment program reached a total of $54,- 
245.84. More than 1200 persons contributed to 
Davidson through the program last vear. 


Davidson Professors 


Awarded Ford Fellowships 


Davidson College was honored earlier this month 
when it was announced that two of her faculty 
members, Dr. George L. Abernethy and Dr. Ed- 
ward O. Guerrant, had been awarded Ford Foun- 
dation Fellowships for the 1952-53 school year. 
Awarded to college professors who wish to pursue 
certain projects for the advancement of higher edu- 
cation, fellowships were granted to only 246 schol- 
ars out of 1,100 applications. 


Dr. Abernethy will study American philosophy 
and comparative religion at Columbia University. 
He will visit and observe the program of work at 
Columbia in the humanities and contemporary civil- 
izations courses. 


Dr. Guerrant will study international relations, 
with an emphasis on World War II. He will work 
with the School of International Relations at the 
University of Southern California. 


Both professors will be granted leaves of ab- 
sence for the entire 1952-53 school year. 


Jernigan Inaugurated 


As Queens’ President 


Dr. Charlton Coney Jernigan was inaugurated 
tenth president of Queens College today in a cere- 
mony in the Belk Chapel. McAlister Carson, chair- 
man of the Queens Board of Trustees, installed the 
new president; and Dr. Theodore H. Jack, presi- 
dent of Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, Lynch- 
burg, Va., was the guest speaker. Representatives 
from 151 colleges, universities, and learned societies 
were present at the various events of the inaugural 
week-end. 
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Stillman College Opens 
Evening Classes For Adults 


Stillman College endeavors to be alert to the 
spiritual, cultural and recreational needs of this 
community with its large Negro population. As an 
example in the religious field two courses are being 
offered this spring quarter to the general public. 
One course will be in Bible study, the other in 
leadership education. 


The classes meet at night and will be taught from 
a Christian point of view without reference to de- 
nominationalism. For six evenings each class will 
meet for two hours and will provide the twelve 
hours of classroom work necessary to receive one 
quarter hour of college credit for those who desire. 
All persons may take the courses without credit. 
The Bible class will be a book study of the Gospel 
of John. 


With the author’s stated purpose in mind, the 
group will attempt to see the book as a unit, to 
study its content, and to discover its religious sig- 
nificance for Christians today. The class in leader- 
ship education will deal with general problems en- 
countered by church workers in improving the teach- 
ing of the local church school. Both of these classes 
will be taught by the instructors in the department 
of Bible and Religious Education. They will be held 
under the leadership of Miss Myrtle Williamson. 


The scholarships to be offered are limited to ten 
persons for the Bible class and ten persons for the 
class in Leadership Education. They will be award- 


ed to the first qualified persons who make application ~ 


>to Mr. B. B. Hardy, Dean of Instruction, Stillman 
College. 


The Bible 


The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of 
men, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and 
the happiness of believers. 


Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, 
its histories are true, and its decisions are immut- 


able. 


Read it to be wise, believe in it to be safe, and 
practice it to be holy. 


It contains light to direct you, food to support 
you, and comfort to cheer you. 


It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the 
pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Chris- 
tian’s charter. 


Here Paradise is restored, heaven opened, and the 
gates of hell disclosed. 


Christ is its grand object, our good its design, and 
the glory of God its end. 


It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet. 


Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is 
a mine of wealth, a Paradise of glory, and a river 
of pleasure. 


It is given you in life, will be opened in judg- 
ment, and be remembered forever. It involves the 
highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, 
and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred con- 
tents. 

—Author unknown.’ 


And The Chaplain Said “God” 
By Chaplain Leslie L. O’Connor* 


I have just come from the home of a widow. It 
was my job to tell her that she was a widow. Her 
husband was killed in an airplane crash a few hours 
ago. I was aroused from a sound sleep at home, 
because I am the chaplain, and it is my job to min- 
ister to the bereaved. I am tired now, but my job 
must go on. I will go back to see her and will help 
her with the hundred details which must be taken 
care of. She has no relatives or friends in this part 
of the country, but I am her friend. I am the Chap- 
lain. I will do what needs to be done. 


My job is more than this. It comes close to being 
what I understand St. Paul meant when he said 
that he became all things to all men in order that 
some might be saved. The military and civilian per- 
sonnel of this station are in my pastoral care. My 
parish is large, for, not only do I minister to those 
whom I see, but to their unseen parents, brothers, 
sisters, wives, and sweethearts. My opportunity and 
my responsibility are great. 


A young seaman asked, “Chaplain, who do you 
tell your troubles to?” And I answered, “God.” 


When I say that “God is my refuge” and ‘Christ 
is my Saviour,” I remember the face of the young 
man who always comes to the Sunday service early 
and sits with bowed head on the right of the Chapel, 
about six rows back. I have to give him the Good 
News of Jesus, our Elder Brother, and God, our 
Heavenly Father, straight from the shoulder. He 
is an orphan. The Navy is his mother, and I am 
his pastor. He depends upon us. 


A Chaplain must be able to apply Christianity: 
when he talks to the WAVE who has just received 
word that her fiance has married someone else; 
when he talks to the young officer whose mother is 
to be buried Tuesday; or to the metalsmith who is 
in debt and cannot manage his budget. The Chap- 
lain says what he believes in the hanger, in the car- 
penter shop, in the mess hall, and all over the place, 
for where the men are, there also is the Chaplain. 
No matter what the problem, the Chaplain says, 
“God is the answer.” 
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Think of the change that might come about in 
your community if your pastor could spend ten 
hours teaching the basic principles of right morality 
to all the young men in the community! The Chap- 
lain does just that. It is a part of his required job, 
and no serviceman can evade attendance. It is a 
part of the Armed Forces’ Character Guidance Pro- 
gram. One of the first results the Chaplain notices 
is a quickened interest in spiritual matters on the 
part of those who have attended. Many chaplains 
feel that morality among the young service men 
and women is much higher than the national aver- 
age, and wish such a program could be inaugurated 
in all our secondary schools and colleges. We feel 
sure that all mothers would be much happier if 
they knew about the fine training in morality and 
applied religion that their sons and daughters in the 
Armed Forces are now getting. 


In quiet times I have sometimes been lonely. I 
have felt lonely when I did not feel that I had the 
interest and support of my Presbytery back home. 
The Defense Service has been swell. It has acknowl- 
edged every letter and every report and in such a 
way that I knew they had been, not only read, but 
understood. Sometimes, however, I have felt that 
the chaplains were forgotten by most of the people 
back home. Perhaps you have no idea how much a 
letter means to those far from home, how much joy 


one can bring. “Chaplain, who do you tell your 
troubles to?”’ And the Chaplain answered, “God.” 


*Chaplain Leslie L. O’Connor, U.S. Naval Aux- 
iliary Station, Kingsville, Texas. During WWII, 
Chaplain O’Connor served as a Chaplain in the 
Navy and saw duty in the Pacific area. In Novem- 
ber of 1946, he was released from active duty. He 
was recalled to active duty as a Reserve Chaplain 
in November, and immediately sent to Japan. Later, 
he served with the First Marines on the battlefront 
in Korea, where he acquired an infection that hos- 
pitalized him for many months. Upon release from 
the hospital, he again resumed his activities as chap- 


lain at Kingsville, Texas, where his family has 


joined him. 


C. §. Lewis on Paul and his theology: 


A most astonishing misconception has long 
dominated the modern mind on the subject of St. 
Paul. It is to this effect: that Jesus preached a kind- 
ly and simple religion (found in the gospels) and 
that St. Paul afterwards corrupted it into a cruel 
and complicated religion (found in the epistles). 
This is really quite untenable. All the most terrify- 
ing texts came from the mouth of our Lord: all 
the texts on which we can base such warrant as 
we have for oo that all men will be saved 
come from St. Paul. If it could be proved that 
St Paul altered the — of his Master in any 
way, he altered it in exactly the Ss way to 
that which is popularly sup . But there is no 
real evidence for a pre-Pauline doctrine different 
from St Paul’s. The epistles are, for the most part, 
the earliest Christian documents we possess. The 
Gospels come later. They are not “the gospel,” the 
statement of the Christian belief. They were 
written for those who had already been converted, 
who had already accepted “the gospel”. They leave 
out many of the “complications” (that is, the 
theology) because they are intended for readers 
who have already been instructed in it. In that 
sense the epistles are more primitive and more 
central than the Gospels—though not, of course, 
than the great events which the Gospels recount. 
God’s act (the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, and the 
Resurrection) comes first: the earliest theological 
analysis of it comes in the = then, when the 
generation who had known the Lord was dying out, 
the Gospels were composed to provide for be- 
lievers a record of the great Act and of some 
of the Lord’s sayings. The ordinary popular con- 
ception has put everything upside down. Nor is 
the cause far to seek. In the earlier history of 
every rebellion there is a stage at which you do 
not yet attack the King in person. You say, “The 
King is all right. It is his Ministers who are wrong. 
They misrepresent him and corrupt all his plans— 
which I’m sure, are plans if only the Minis- 
ters would let them take effect.” And the first 
victory consists in beheading a few Ministers: only 
at a later stage do you go on and behead the 
King himself. In the same way, the nineteenth- 
century attack on St. Paul was really only a s 
in the revolt against Christ. Men were not 
in large numbers to attack Christ himself. They 
made the normal first move—that of attacking 
one of His Se ministers. Everything they dis- 
liked in Christianity was therefore attributed to 
St. Paul. It was unfortunate that their case could 
not impress anyone who had really read the Gos- 
pels and the Epistles with attention: but apparent- 
ly few people had, and so the first victory was 
won. St Paul was impeached and banished and the 
world went on to the next step—the attack on the 
King Himself. 
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(Continued from Page 2) 


tive. Maybe we don’t agree on 
what is fundamentalist and mod- 
ernist in regard to church papers, 
either. 


And third, is not he being a lit- 
tle hasty in judging who will and 
will not unite should union ever 
become a reality? 


I only write this letter because 
I feel so definitely the need of our 
young people and adults to know 
what is involved in such a union 
and I pray that you will continue 
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to impress it upon them through 
THE JOURNAL. 


How would you feel if you were 
in a Church which you did not feel 
you could worship in because the 
real Christ was not portrayed in 
the way that you knew Him to be, 
yet you felt loyal to your denomi- 
nation and felt a desire to help 
them? 


These young people are facing a 
difficult problem. I’ve talked with 
them; I know. They feel it is diffi- 
cult to help their Church from 
within, so I beseech you as sou- 
thern young people to resolve to 


help them from without, working 
in rather than uniting with them. 


This is only the opinion of a 
very young and possibly quite mis- 
informed seminary student who 
knows many very Christ-like Pres- 
byterians, U.S.A., and yet who is 
drawn between the decision of 
union or perfect loyalty to one’s 
beliefs. In all humility, I ask your 
prayers that God will guide me in 
making my decision. 


A Southern Presbyterian 
Seminary Student. 


New York, N. Y. 
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